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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2009-277
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: March 24, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: F, RCD
Date of Analysis: March 26, 2009
Type of Action: Approval of housing assistance plan; authorizing carry-over of funds to additional fiscal years
Bill Summary: The bill approves the City’s new 3-year Local Housing Assistance Plan (2009-10, 2010-11 and 2011-12) for the purpose of qualifying the City to continue participating in the State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) funding program.  The bill approves the submission of the plan to the Florida Housing Finance Corporation and authorizes the Housing and Community Development Commission to make non-substantive changes to the plan and to take such other actions as may be necessary to submit the plan to the state and achieve its approval by SHIP.  The bill also authorizes the carry-over of housing assistance funds from one fiscal year to the next.
Background Information: The LHAP encompasses strategies for owner-occupied rehabilitation a) city-wide and b) in particular target areas, c) a construction loan fund for single-family homeownership, d) a down payment/ closing cost assistance fund, e) emergency rental assistance and utility deposit assistance for persons who are homeless or in danger of becoming homeless, f) a rental rehabilitation program, g) a community housing development organization (CHDO) development subsidy program, h) a foreclosure prevention initiative, and i) disaster recovery program.  The LHAP incentives include expedited permitting processes, financial assistance, regulatory relief, waiver of certain tax and nuisance abatement liens, use of City surplus property for housing development purposes, and concurrency system incentives.  The plan includes eligibility criteria and financial assistance guidelines for all of the programs.
Policy Impact Area: Affordable housing retention and production.
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined.
Analyst: Clements
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